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lators of mankind; and have expected, that princes should
appeal to them as to the highest human tribunal, and that
nations should submit their claims to their arbitration; they
have already assumed the distribution of dominions, and
expect that neither peace shall be concluded, nor war pro-
claimed, but by their permission or advice.

By this gradation of exorbitant claims and oppressive
measures, have they at length arrived, my lords, at the
summit of insolence; by these steps have they ascended
once more the towering throne of universal monarchy;
nor was any thing wanting to complete their plan, but that
their ancient rival, the German empire, should be reduced
to acknowledge their sovereignty, and that the supreme
dignity of Europe should be the gift of the French bounty.

The death of the late emperour, without sons, furnished
them with an opportunity of executing their design, too fa-
vourable to be neglected. They now imagined it in their
power, not only to dispose of the imperial dignity, but to di-
vide the dominions of the house of Austria into many petty
sovereignties, incapable singly of opposing them, and un-
likely to unite in any common cause, or to preserve a confe-
deracy unbroken, if they should by accident agree to form it.

They, therefore, sent their armies into Germany, to su-
perintend the approaching election, au I by hovering over
the territories of princes unable to resist them, extorted
voices in favour of their ally; a prince, whose dominions
must, by their situation, always oblige him to compliance
with the demands^ and to concurrence in the schemes of
his protectors, and who will rather a,ct as the substitute of
France, than the emperour of Germany.

But it was to no purpose that they had graced their de-
pendant with titular honours and ensign^ of sovereignty
if the house of Austria still retained its * hereditary ,dotni-
nions, and preserved its strength, when it had lost its dig-
nity. They well knew that armies were equally formid-
able, whether commanded by-au emperour or an infenour
sovereign ; and that a mere alteration of names, though it
might afford a slight and transient gratification to vanity,
would produce no real increase or diminution of power.

They, therefore, thought it necessary to .improve the pre-